AT A 


GENERAL MEETING 


OF THE 


London Correſponding Society, % 


Held on the GREEN, at CHALK FARM, on Monday 
the 14th of April, 1794, 


J. LOVETT is ru Chain, 
Te following Letters were read: 


TO THE CHAIRMAN OF THE SOCIETY OF TH 
FRIENDS OF THE PEOPLE. h 


2 , Six, 


AT a Criſis ſo important as the preſent there needs no Hporagy 
on the pou of the ** London Correſponding Society,” for addreſ- 
ſing uſelf to all other aſſociated Societies, who have in view the 
ſame object as themſelves | 
To the © Society of the Friends of the People,” arguments are 
not wanting to ſhew the importance and abſolute Neceſſity of a 


full and fair Repreſentation of the People of Great Britain. 
ligated the ſubje& for themſelves ; they have 


They have inve 
expoſed to the world a ſeries of plain and indiſputable facts, 
which muſt excite in the mind of every Man well-diſpoſed to his 
Country, apprehenſions of alarm for the ſecurity of the few. re- 
maining veſliges of Liberty, from which, as Britons, we derive 
conſolation. 

Deeply impreſſed with conſiderations of this nature, the 
London Correſponding Society earneſtly ſolicits, at this time, 
the concurrence and aſſiſtance of the Society of the Friends of the 
People, in aſſembling, as ſpeedily as the nature of the buſineſs 
will admit, a Convention of the Friends of Freedom, for the 
purpoſe of obtaining in a legal and conſtitutional method, a full 
and effectual repreſentation, - 
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Our requeſt is not made from the impreſſions of the moment, 
but after the matureſt deliberations on the value and importance 
ol the object for which we are contending, and of the difficulties 
we may expect from thole whoſe preſent intereſts render them 
hoſtile to the welfare of theit Country. | 

The oppoſition of ſuch perſons is no ſmall argument for the 
goodneſs of our cauſe; and their late conduct when compared 
with their former profeſſions, exhibits a depravity, unparal- 
lelled, we truſt, on the page of hiſtory. ; 

Under the auſpices of apoſtate reformers, we have lately behdla 
ſerious and alarming encroachments on the Liberties of the 
People. | . 

We have ſeen with indignation and horror men legally and 
feaceably aſſembled, diſperſed by unconſtitutional powers, and 
their papers ſeized. 

We have ſcen ſome of our moſt virtuous brethren, whoſe 
only crime has been an imitation of Mr. PiTT, and his aſſociates, 
fentenced to fourteen years tranſportation, without the ſanction 
of law or even of precedent, of which number, one was held up 
in the Britiſh Parliament as convifted and condemned, before he 
was even put upon his trial. 

The inſidious attempts alſo to introduce Foreign troops into 
this country, without the eonſent of Parliament, and the in- 
tended Bill to embody Foreigners into his Majeſty's ſervice, are 
n»aſures ſufficiently calculated to awaken our fears for the exiſt. 
ence even of the name of Liberty. Nor can we overlook that 
part of the preſent ſyſtem of corruption, which maintains out of 
the public plunder, a train of ſpies, more dangerous to ſociety 
than ſo many aſſaſſins, whoſe avowed buſineſs is to deſtroy the 
friends of the country, one by one. 

Theſe are grievances which demand immediate redreſs, and 
when added to thoſe evils which are neceſſarily connected with 
every partial Repreſentation of the People, call for the ſtrenuous 
exertions of every lover of his country. | 
But we are told that the preſent is not the time for Reform, 
and. that innovation may introduce diſturbance. Are thoſe 
perſons to judge of the proper time to make Reform, who exiſt 
only by corruption ? Are the People of Britain to endure 
every thing without repining, without ardently ſeeking a radical 
| Referm, becauſe diſturbances may happen? Have the enemies to 

Reform told us whence theſe diſturbances are to originate ?— 
Has a ſingle overt aft been committed by the friends to Free- 
dom? Have not all the riots, all the public diſturbances, all the 
ſeditious aſſemblies been excited by the enemies to Reform ? 
And do they mean to tell us that they will ſtill find other inſtru- 
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ments for their wicked deſigns; that they have yet thoſe who 
will act over again the outrages that have been perpetrated in 
ſome parts of Britain; and attempted in others? a 

It ſuch is the determination of thoſe perſons ile to a fair 

Repreſentation, let them look to the conſequences, but let them 
recollect that it has happened, and may happen again, that thoſe 
who kindled the flames have periſhed by them, 
The friends to Reform are friends to Peace, their principles 
can be promoted only by peaceable means, they know of no 
other method of obtaining the object they deſire. But they will 
not be alarmed by the threats of venal apo/tates, they will not 
draw back . they have ſeen ſome ot their beſt friends 
doomed to exile. They will purſue the courſe in which they 
have began, and turn neither to the right nor to the left. 

Convinced as the London Correſponding Society is, that as 
there is no Power which ought, ſo there is no Power which can 
finally withſtand the juſt and ſteady demands of a People 
reſolved to be Free; they will therefore look with confidence to 
the determination, and they hope to the co-oferation of the 
Society of the Friends of the People, in the attainment of an 
object which involves the deareſt intereſts of ſociety. 

Convinced alſo that their intentions are of the pureſt kind, 
they will never ſtoop to anſwer the calumnies of their enemies ; 
but will at all times, and in all circumſtances, endeavour, by 
firmneſs and perſeverance, to deſerve the countenance and ap- 
probation of the beſt friends of their country, the friends of a 
fair Repreſentation of the People of Great Britain. | 

I am, Sir, 
For the London Correſponding Society, 

April 4, 1704. THOMAS HARDY, Sec. 


COMMITTEE ROOMS. 
F FRITH-STREET, April 11, 1794. 
IR, oo 
YOUR Letter of the 4th inſtant, addreſſed to Mr. SuERIZ 
DAN, Chairman of the FRIENDS OF THE PEOPLE, was 
laid before that SOCIETY at their Meeting on Saturday laſt; 
and they inſtructed their Committee to thank the LONDON 
CORRESPONDING SOCIETY for their communication, 
and to expreſs the alarm they feel in common with every Friend 
of Liberty, at the late extraordinary proceedings of Govern- 
ment, ſo ably detailed, and ſo juſtly reprobated by your Society. 
They aſſure you that alt the Friends of Reform, may „look with 
confidence to the determination and co-operation” of this Societ 
in every peaceable and conſtitutional meaſure, which ſhall 
appear to them calculated to promote the objett of their inſtitu- 
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tion ; but they do not think that which is recommended in your 
letter, is likely to ſerve its profeſſed purpoſe. They fear it 
will furniſh the Enemies of Reform with the means of calumniat- 
ing its Advocates, and ſo far from forwarding the cauſe, will 
deter many from countenancing that which they approve. For 
theſe reaſons, the Friends of the People muſt decline to ſend 
Delegates to the Convention propoſed by the London Correſ. 
ponding Society ;—At the ſame time, they renew their aſſur- 
ances of good-will, and deſire of preſerving a proper underſtand. 
ing and cordialityamong all the Friends of Parliamentary Reform, 
notwithſtanding any difference of opinion that may occur as to 
the beſt method of accompliſhing it. | 
In Name, and by Order of the Committee, 
(Signed)  W. BRETON, Chairman. 


To Mr. T. HARD, Secretary to the 
London Correſponding Society. 


The following RESOLUTIONS were then paſſed 
Unanimouſly : | 


Reſolved Unanimouſly, | 


I. THAT this Society have beheld with riſing indignation, 
proportioned to the enormity of the evil, the late rapid advances 
of deſpotiſm in Britain; the invaſion of public ſecurity ; the con- 
tempt of popular opinion; and the violation of all thoſe provi- 
ſions of the Conſtitution intended to protect the People againſt 
the encroachments of Power and Prerogative. 

II. That our abhorrence and deteſtation have been particu- 
_ larly called forth by the late arbitrary and flagitious proceedings 

of the Court of Juſticiary in Scotland, where all the doctrines 
and practices of the Star Chamber, in the times of Charles the 
Firſt, have been revived and aggravated; and where ſentences 
have been pronounced.in open violation of all Law and Juſtice, 
which muſt ſtrike deep into the heart of every man, the melan- 
choly conviction that BRITONS ARE NO LONGER FREE, 

I. That the whole Proceedings of the late Britiſh Conven- 
tion of the People, at Edinburgh, are ſuch as claim our approba- 
tion and applauſe. | > 

IV. That the conduct of Citizens MarGaroT and GE- 
RA in particular, by its ſtrict conformity with our wiſnes and 
inſtructions, and the ability, firmneſs, and diſintereſted Patrietiſm 
which it ſo eminently diſplayed, has inſpired an enthuſiaſm of 
Teal and Attachment which no time can obliterate, and no perſe« 
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cution remove; and that we will preſerve their names engraven 
on our hearts till we have an opportunity to redreſs their wrongs. 

V. That any attempt to violate thoſe yet remaining Laws, 
which were intended for the Security of Engliſhmen againſt the 
Tyranny of Courts and Miniſters, and the Corruption of depen- 
dent Judges, by veſting in ſuch Judges a legiſlative or arbitrary 
Power, (ſuch as has lately been exerciſed by the Court of Juſli- 
ciary in Scotland) ought to be conſidered as diſſolving entirely 
the ſocial compact between the Engliſh Nation and their So- 
vernors; and driving them to an immediate appeal to that in- 
controvertible maxim of eternal Juſtice, that the ſafety of the 
People is the SUPREME, and in caſes 4 neceſſity, the ox Law. 

VI. That the arming and diſciplining in this Country, eicher 
with or without the conſent of Parliament, any Bands of Emi- 
grants and Foreigners, driven from their own Country for their æncum 
attachment to an INFAMOUS DESPOTISM, is an outrageous at- 
tempt to everawe and intimidate the free ſpirit of Britons; to 
ſubjugate them to an army of mercenary Cut-throats, wheſe 
views and intereſt muſt of neceſſity be in direct oppoſition to 
thoſe of the Nation, and that no pretence whatever OUGHT to in- 

duce the people to ſubmit to fo unconſtitutional a meaſure. 
VII. That the unconſtitutional project of raiſing money and 
troops by forced benevolences (and no benevolences collected 
upon requiſition from the King or his Miniſters can ever inreality 
be voluntary) and the equally unjuſtifiable meaſure of arming 
one part of the People againſt the other, brought Charles the 
Firſt to the block, and drove James the Second and his poſte- 
rity from the Throne; and that conſequently Miniſters in ad- 
viſing ſuch Meaſures, ought to conſider whether they are not 
guilty of High Treaſon. 

VIII. That this Society have beheld with conſidetrable plea- 
ſure the conſiſtent reſpect which the Houſe of Lords diſplayed 
for their own Conſtitutional Rules and Orders, on the fourth of 
the preſent month, upon the motion of Earl Stanhope, con- 
cerning the interference of Miniſters in the Internal Govern- 
ment of France; and that it is the firm conviction of this So- 
ciety, that this circumſtance when properly detailed, will have 
a conſiderable effect in convincing the country at large, of the 
true dignity and utility of that branch of HIS MAJESTY's 
PARLIAMENT. | | 

IX. That the Thanks of this Meeting be. given to Ear. 
STAXHOPE, for his manly and patriotic conduct during the pre- 
ſent Seſſion of Parliament; a conduct which (unſupported as it 
has been in the Senate, of which HE is ſo truly honourable a 
Member) has, together with the timely interference of certain 
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ſpirited and patriotic Aſſociations, been nevertheleſs already pro- 

ductive of the ſalutary effect of chaſing the Heſſian and Hanove- 

rian Mercenaries from our Coaſts ; who, but for theſe exertions 

might have been marched perhaps, ere this, into the very heart of 

the Country, together with others of their Countrymen, to have 

—— the BAR RAcEs, which every where inſult the Eyes of 
ritons. | '' 

X. That it is the firm conviction of this Society, that 2 
ſteady perſeverance in the ſame bold and energetic ſentiments 
which have lately been avowed by the Friends of Freedom can- 
not- fail of crowning with ultimate triumph, the virtuous Cauſe 
in which we are engaged, fince whatever may be the intereſted 
Opinion of Heredi/ary Senators, or packed M ajorities of Pre- 
tended Repreſentatives; Truth and Liberty in an age ſo enlight- 
ened as the preſent, muſt be Invincible and Omnipotent. 


This Society having already addressed M. Margarot, their 
Delegate, an ADDRESS to JOSEPH GERALD 
was read as follows, and carried unanimouſly. 55 


To JOSEPH GERALD, 4 priſoner entenced by the High 
Court of 35 75 4 Scotland, fo I ranſportation beyond the 
Seas for FOURTEEN YEARS | 


WE behold in you our beloved and reſpected friend and fel- 
low-citizen, a Martyr to the Glorious Cauſe of Equal Repre- 
ſentation, and we cannot permit you to leave this degraded 
country withgut 3 the infinite obligations the people at 
large, and we in particular, owe to you for your very ſpirited 
exertions in that cauſe upon every occaſion; but upon none 
more 5 than during the ſitting of the BRITISH Con- 
VENTION of the PEOPLE at Edinburgh, and the conſequent 
e (we will not call it trial] at the bar of the Court of 

iciary. | | 

We know not which moſt deſerves our admiration, the ſplen- 
did talents with which you are fo eminently diſtinguiſhed ; the 
exalted virtues by which they have been directed; the perſeve- 
rance and undaunted firmneſs which you ſo nobly diſplayed in 
reſiſting the wrongs of your inſulted and oppreſſed country; or 
your preſent manly and philoſophical ſufftring under an arbitrary, 
and till of late unprecedented ſentence: a ſentence one of the moſt 
vindictive and cruel that has been pronounced ſince the days of 
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that muſt infamous and ever-to-be-deteſied Court of Star Chamber, 
the enormous tyranny of which coſt the firſt Charles his head. 

To you and to your affociates we feel ourſelves molt deeply in- 
debted. For us it is that you are ſuffering the ſentence of 
Tranſportation with felons, the vileſt outcaſts of Society] For 
us it is that you are doomed to the inhoſpitable ſhores of New 
Holland; where, however, we doubt not you will experience 
conſiderable. alleviation by the remembrance of that vi r uous 
CONDUCT for which it is impoſed on you, and by the fincere 
regard and eſteem of your Fellow Citizens. | 

The Equal Laws of this Country have, for ages paſt, been the 
boaſt of its inhabitants : But whither are they now fled? We 
are animated by the ſame ſentiments, are daily repeating the 
ſame words, and committing the fame actions for which you are 
thus infamouſly ſentenced; and we will repeat and commit 
them until we have obtained redrefs; yet we are unpuniſhed ! 
either therefore the law is Unjuſt towards you in inflicting 
Puniſhment on the Exertions of Yirtue and Talents, or it ought 
not to deprive us of our ſhare in the GLoRY of the Mar- 
tyrdom. 

We again, therefore, pledge ourſelves to you and to our 
country, never to ceaſe demanding our Rights from thofe 
who have uſurped them, until having obtained an Equal Repre- 
ſentation of the People, we ſhall be enabled to hail you ance 
more with Triumph to your native country, We wiſh you 
Health and Happineſs ; and be aſſured we never, never ſhall fo 
get your Name, your Virtues, nor YoUR GREAT EXAMPLE. _ 

The London Correſponding Society, 


JOHN LOVETT, Chairman.. 
| THOMAS HARDY, Secretary. 
The 14th of April, 1794. 


It was alſo unanimouſly reſolved, 


That the Committee of Correſpondence be directed to convey 
the approbation of this Society—lI. To Archibald Hamilton Ro- 
wan, priſoner in the Newgate of the city of Dublin, for his un- 
ſhaken attachment to the people, and for his fpirited aſſertion of 
their rights. 

II. To John Philpot Curran for his admirable and energetic 
defence of A. H. Rowan, and the principles of Liberty, as well 
as for his patriotic conduct in Parliament. 

III. To the Society of United Iriſhmen in Dublin, and to 
exhort them to perſevere in their exertions to obtain juſtice for 
the people of Ireland. | 

5 IV. To 
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TV. To Skirving, Palmer and Muir, ſuffering the ſame ini- 
quitous ſentences, and in the fame cauſe with our Delegates. 

V. To John Clark, and Alexander Reid, for their fo readily 
and diſintereſtedly giving bail for our Delegates, inſtigated there- 
to ſolely by their 9am. compre to Liberty, uninfluenced by any 
perſonal conſideration. | 

VI. To Adam Gillies, Malcolm Laing, and James Gibſon, 
for their able aſſiſtance given to Joſeph Gerald, at the bar of 


the High Court of Juſticiary at Edinburgh. 


VII. To felicitate Thomas Walker, of Mancheſter, and the 
people at large on the event of his, as well as ſeveral other late 
trials, and on the developement of the infamy of a ſyſtem of 
Spies an Informers. 

VIII. To Sir Joſeph Mawbey, for his manly conduct at the 
late ſurreptitious Meeting held at Epſom in Surrey. 


It was alſo unanimouſly Reſolved, 
That Two Hundred Thouſand Copies of the Proceedings and 


Reſolutions of this Meeting be printed and publiſhed. 


J. LOVETT, Chairman. 
T. HARDY, Secretary 


Reſolved, 3 . 
That the thanks of this meeting be given to the Chairman, 
for his manly and impartial condutt this day. | 
5 T. HARDY, Secretary. 


